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None want a place, for all their Centre found,
Hung to the Goddess, and coher'd around.
Not closer, orb in orb, conglob'd are seen
The buzzing Bees about their dusky Queen.               80
The gath'ring number, as it moves along.
Involves a vast involuntary throng,
Who gently drawn, and struggling less and less,
Roll in her Vortex, and her pow'r confess.
Not those alone who passive own her laws,                  85
But who, weak rebels, more advance her cause.
Whate'er of dunce in College or in Town
Sneers at another, in toupee or gown;
Whate'er of nmngril no one class admits,
A wit with dunces, and a dunce with wits.                  go
Nor absent they, no members of her state.
Who pay her homage in her sons, the Great;
vile scriblers, discouraging living merit, or setting up for wits, and Men of
taste in arts they understand not; from ver. 91 to 101 <J742>- &1 ^ ncw
world of Dulness each of these three classes hath its appointed station, as best
suits its nature, and concurs to the harmony of the System. The first drawn only
by the strong and simple impulse of Attraction, are represented as falling
directly down into her; as conglobed into her substance, and resting in her
centre.
-------All their centre founds
Hung to the Goddess, and cohered mound.
' The second, tho* within the sphere of her attraction, yet having at the same time
a different motion, they are carried, by the composition of these two, in planet-
ary revolutions round her centre, some nearer to it, some further off:
Who gently drawn, and struggling less and Uss9
Roll in her Vortex, and her pow'r confess.
The tkird are properly excentrical, and no constant members of her state or
system: sometimes at an immense distance from her influence, and sometimes
again almost on the surface of her broad effulgence. Their use in their Perihelion,
or nearest approach to Dulness, is the same in the moral World, as that of
Comets in the natural, namely to refresh and recreate the Dryness and decays
of the system; in the manner marked out from ver. 91 to 98. P.W. O743)*
88. toupee <"A curl or artificial lock of hair on the top of the head, esp. as a
crowning feature of the periwig; a periwig in which the front hair was combed
up, over a pad, into such a top-knot" (OED). The dunces in toupee are the
men of fashion, as opposed to the scholars,^